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BRASSICA SPECIES AND CULTIVAR INFORMATION

Hybrid Brassica - Leaf Turnips

BRASSICA SPECIES AND CULTIVAR INFORMATION

This crop is an intra-specific hybrid developed by crossing turnips
with related Asiatic leaf vegetables of the same species. The resulting
quick growing, leafy turnip, with minimal bulb development, is best
suited to multiple grazing summer and autumn feed requirements.

Hybrid brassicas are the fastest maturing of the forage brassicas,
with first grazings possible at 6-8 weeks. They may be sown from
mid spring to late summer, at a sowing rate of 4-5kg/ha, with the
potential for 2-4 grazings. Low sowing rates and/or poor establishment
may result in greater expression of bulb development. Under high
soil fertility they will outyield turnips, with a feed value similar or
slightly better than turnips. They are cold resistant and will provide
feed well into winter. Plants usually show good resistance to most
clubroot races, but they are susceptible to drought and aphids, so
should be used for summer production only in summer moist/irrigated
areas.

The most outstanding feature of hybrid brassicas is the excellent
regrowth after grazing, a result of the low growing points which
are protected during all but the heaviest grazings. Strip grazing and
back fencing with an electric fence will maximise regrowth potential.
Early grazing is advised at the 6-8 week period, to gain maximum
advantage before feed quality declines. They can be prone to early
bolting (premature flowering through summer before winter
vernalisation) from a spring sowing. Following best practice grazing
guidelines will minimize any stock health issues.3 3

Ceres Hunter Forage Brassica

• Early maturing, 6-8 weeks, minimal ripening requirement

• Excellent quality and forage yields in fertile moist conditions

• Fast recovery from grazing with excellent subsequent yields

• Strong plant survival

• Low proportion of bolting plants from a mid-late spring sowing

• Tolerates Turnip Mosaic Virus and Cauliflower Mosaic Virus attack

Figure 2.

Dry matter production trial comparison of two
commercial hybrid brassicas Lower North Island, New Zealand,
sown 10/10/02, average rainfall 720-750mm.

Figure 3.

Dry matter production trial comparison of two
commercial hybrid brassicas Lower North Island, New Zealand,
sown 26/10/00, average rainfall 800mm.
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Hunter Pasja
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Statistical significance
NS  = not significant
*     = P < 0.5
**    = P < 0.1
***  = P < 0.01

342 cows grazing Hunter, Wonthaggi
M & B Wilson (owners), S & M Meacham (sharemilkers)

Photo taken at first grazing, 50 days after a late November sowing,
with 30mm of rain 3 weeks later. Sharemilker’s S & M Meacham
were very pleased with the fast growth on limited moisture and
consider Hunter to be an ideal pre-Christmas bulk feed source.


